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Americans oppose development of almost every kind

Portland Business Journal

Most Americans oppose new landfills, power plants and quarries. They also oppose casinos, Wal-Marts, hospitals, apartments, single family development and 70 percent would use tax dollars to prevent land from being developed.

So says the second annual Saint Index, a survey commissioned by The Saint Consulting Group, which is based in Boston, to gage the public's interest in land-use issues.

The survey found that a handful of development sectors are gaining ground with the public. People still oppose them, but not as much as in the past.

For example, opposition to apartments and condominiums fell 14 points to 34 percent while casinos incurred the wrath of 67 percent of those surveyed, down from 80 percent a year ago. Grocery stores, office buildings and large shopping centers all saw their numbers drop.

The survey showed some sectors gained opponents.

Opposition to biotech research jumped nine points to 57 percent. Landfills gained five points, with 87 percent opposed. Wal-Mart, the only business specified by name in the survey, was opposed by 68 percent of those surveyed, up five points.
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